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The Best in New Canadian
Artisans from the OneofaKind

Show and Sale

FROM JEWELLERY AND HANDBAGS TO
REUSABLE SANDWICH WRAPS

Toronto, ON — The One of a Kind Show is welcoming a number of first time exhibitors to showcase their
talents at the 2009 Spring Show.

There is a long wait list for new artisans who would like to exhibit at the show. “We have a tough jurying
process in place that takes a number of factors into account”, says Patti Stewart, Director of the One of a Kind
Show. “We not only look at the final product but we study the artisan’s process, look at quality control and
many times we will visit them in their studios. The jury works very hard to ensure the highest level of quality
and presentation is maintained.”

Here are a few of this year’s exciting new artisans:

Toni Desrosiers / Abeego Designs / Victoria, BC

Toni Desrosiers creates natural, reusable food wrap made from a hemp/cotton fabric
infused with a blend of beeswax and plant extracts. The wraps keep food fresh and
are easy to clean. All they require is a hand wash in cold water and air to dry. They are
sustainable, durable and biodegradable. The unique design allows for various food
items and wrapping techniques. They can easily hold sandwiches, wraps, muffins,
vegetables and more.

Benita Hsueh / Fashion Accessories / Toronto, ON

A home-grown designer, Benita Hsueh is completely self-taught.
She grew up crafting, sewing, and experimenting with fabric on her
Singer sewing machine. In lieu of formal training, she developed her
grading and pattern-making skills from second-hand sewing handbooks
and industry textbooks, coupled with a healthy dose of trial and error.
Originally employed in the high-tech industry, she left her full-time job
in 2006 to pursue her love of design and hone her home-schooled
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skills before launching House of Hsueh. House of Hsueh draws its inspiration from 60s mod culture, spacerace
era industrial design, and the idea of flight and world travel. Design cues often incorporate clean lines from
nature and geometric shapes.

House of Hsueh is an eco-conscious design house with a focus on environmental and socially responsible
methods of manufacturing, distribution, and sales. All pieces are handmade in Toronto and are constructed
from reclaimed, remnant, and vintage fabrics and leathers with Japanese and custom-designed prints. House
of Hsueh pieces are always limited edition and often one-of-a-kind.

Krystal Speck / Ceramics / Toronto, ON

Krystal Speck is a ceramic artist whose work is inspired by nature, colour and
pattern. Raised in rural Ontario and now based in Toronto, she studied both
ceramics and textiles at the Ontario College of Art & Design, where she received
her Bachelor of Design (Material Art & Design) in 2007. Since graduating, Krystal
has maintained a growing studio practice in a very inspiring cooperative clay studio
with fellow OCAD ceramic graduates. She has exhibited her ceramics locally at the
Toronto Outdoor Art Exhibition, the Gladstone Hotel, and at the Cabbagetown Arts
+ Crafts sale. Her work can also be found at the Canadian Clay + Glass Gallery

shop in Waterloo, and online at goodEGG Industries.

Gillian Hillerud / Jewellery / Calgary, AB

Gillian became interested in jewellery making while traveling in Southeast Asia.
During her travels, she became fascinated by the act of adornment and returned
home motivated to dive deeper into this curiosity. “Jewellery is the oldest artifact
ever to be found and adornment reaches back into history and touches every
part of the world”, says Hillerud. Balance and repetition are strong elements in
her wearable designs.

About the Show

The One of a Kind Spring Show is Canada’s finest craft show, bringing innovative artists, craftspeople, and
designers together to share their unique creations with the rest of the world. A proud focus on homegrown
talent, a vast gift selection, on-site perks and endless show features makes for a personal shopping
experience like no other. The show runs from April 1st to April 5th at the Direct Energy Centre. For more
information please visit www.oneofakindshow.com.
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